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MEMORANDUM

To:
Utah Public Service Commission

From:
Utah Division of Public Utilities



Philip Powlick, Director



Artie Powell, Energy Section Manager

Abdinasir Abdulle, Technical Consultant

Sam Liu, Utility Analyst II



Jamie Dalton, Utility Analyst II

Date:

August 25, 2009

Ref:  
Docket No. 09-035-T13.  Advice Filing 09-13   Schedule 111 – Home Energy Savings Program



RECOMMENDATION (approval)

The Division of Public Utilities (Division) recommends that the Public Service Commission (Commission) approve the proposed Tariff changes, Schedule 111 – Home Energy Savings Program for the State of Utah and the replacement sheets –Second Revision of Sheet No. 111.1, Second Revision of Sheet No. 111.2, Third Revision of Sheet No. 111.3 and Cancellation of Sheet No. 111.4.  The Company is requesting an effective date of September 1, 2009.

ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
On August 3, 2009, Rocky Mountain Power (“RMP” or “Company”) submitted its proposed Tariff changes, Electric Service Schedule 111 – Home Energy Savings Program.  In this filing the Company proposes to implement a flexible tariff format for the Home Energy Savings Program. The proposed flexible tariff format will allow the Company to respond quickly to changes in the market conditions of the Home Energy Savings Program.   That is, incentive offer availability, incentive levels and Qualifying Equipment or Services may be changed by the Program Administrator after consultation with the Company to reflect changing codes and standards, sales volumes, measure costs, quality assurance data or to enhance program cost effectiveness. 

When the Company wants to make a change, it will prepare a change analysis including measure and program level cost effectiveness analysis, measure costs, kWh savings, qualifications and incentive levels.  This change analysis will be provided to the DSM Advisory Group for comments.  The DSM Advisory Group will have to provide its comments to the Company within 7 to 21 days.  The Company will then prepare a final change including the group’s comments.  The Company will then simultaneously post a 45 days change notice on the web site and notify the Commission of the impending change (Paragraph 5).  At the end of this 45 days notice, if the Commission has not taken any action, the Company will implement the changes.  If any party wants to challenge part or all of the proposed changes, they can do so at any point in the above described process.

Several provisions contained in the current tariff are adopted in the proposed tariff.  For example paragraphs 1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 in the proposed tariff are similar to language in the current tariff.  Some of the provisions provide customer protections and ensure the integrity of the program.  For example, Paragraph 7 states, “Customers have 90 days after the date of purchase to submit a complete post purchase application and request an incentive.”  Paragraph 12 provides for post-installation auditing using a variety of methods including, on-site visits.  Other provisions provided program clarity.  Paragraph 1, for example, clarifies where information on the program and its incentives can be found.  

After reviewing the Company’s application, the Division finds the proposed changes acceptable.  Therefore, the Division recommends that the Commission approve the proposed Tariff changes, Schedule 111 – Home Energy Savings Program for the State of Utah, and the replacement sheets –111.1, 111.2, 111.3, and Cancellation of sheet - 111.4 effective September 1, 2009.

CC:
Rea Petersen, DPU


Jeff Larsen, RMP


Dave Taylor, RMP


Jeff Bumgarner, RMP


Don Jones, RMP


Michele Beck, CCS









